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merited by the rarity of the atmosphere, and the fact that
he had to force his way through the region of the terrible
mountain sickness, with a low prevailing temperature such
as is encountered in the region of eternal snow and ice.
Such conditions retarded the boring of the Galera tunnel,
as it is called, more than the stern resistance of the rock.
The workmen invariably fell victims to the sickness, though
the undertaking was not accompanied with the heavy mor-
tality that characterised the building of the Verrugas
bridge far below. Mountain drilling, blasting, excavating,
and the removal of the heavy spoil proved exacting and
fatiguing, and a man could work only for a few hours at
a stretch. By skilful organisation and careful husband-
ing of his forces, however, the? engineer succeeded in
forcing the metal track through the mountain at record
speed,
The Galera tunnel is the crowning point of a magnificent
achievement, In the centre you stand on the Great Divide
of the South Americas, nearly 16,000 feet above the ocean.
* When a bucket of water is upset, one half of the liquid runs
eastward towards the Atlantic, while the other flows west-
ward to the Pacific* Oroya is 31J miles distant from the
eastern portal of the tunnel on the great inland plateau of
the continent, and only a little less than 3,500 feet below it.
On this section construction was very rapid, as there were
no untoward difficulties to be overcome*
About the same time as the Oroya railway was com-
menced another great line was undertaken some miles to
the south. In this instance the port of Mollendo was the
Pacific terminus, the inland objective being Puno, on the
shores of Lake Titicaca, that remarkable inland sea nest-
ling among the crests of the Alps some 14,660 feet above
the Pacific. The total length of this line is 332 miles, and
it divides with the Antofagasta railway to the south the
traffic between La Paz and the seaboard. Though it does
not compare with the Oroya or Central railway of Peru
as an engineering achievement, yet it possesses certain
individual characteristics, the tumbled mountain country